
 Edgerton 
United 

Methodist 

 September 2010 Volume 7, Issue 9 

íGood Newsî Letter 

300 E. 4th St. 

PO Box 34 
Edgerton, KS 66021 

Phone: 913-882-6735          
E-mail: 

churchoffice@edgertonumc.org 

Edgerton United 
Methodist 

September 2010  

August Numbers  

Date       Attendance       Offering      

8/1 AM: 75   ER: 21  $4,900.26 

8/8  AM: 71   ER: 30 $12,663.75   

8/15 AM: 75   ER: 32  $4,080.00 

8/22 AM: 95   ER: 25  $1,722.00  

THE PASTOR'S CAT  

    A church pastor had a 

kitten that climbed up a 

tree in his backyard and 

then was afraid to come 

down. The pastor coaxed, 

offered warm milk, etc. 

The kitty would not come 

down. The tree was not 

sturdy enough to 

climb, so the pastor de-

cided that if he tied a 

rope to his car and pulled 

until the tree bent down, 

he could then reach up 

and get the kitten. 

    That's what he did, all 

the while checking his 

progress in the car. He 

figured if he went just a 

little bit further, the tree 

would be bent sufficiently 

for him to reach the kit-

ten. But as he moved the 

car a little further for-

ward, the rope broke. 

    The tree went 

ñboing!ò and the kitten 

instantly sailed through 

the air ð out of sight. 

The pastor felt terrible. 

He walked all over the 

neighborhood asking 

people if they had seen a 

little kitten. No. Nobody 

had seen a stray kitten. 

So he prayed, ñLord, I 

just commit this kitten to 

your keeping,ò and went 

on about his business. 

    A few days later he 

was at the grocery store 

and met one of his 

church members. He 

happened to look into her 

shopping cart and was 

amazed to see cat food. 

(continued on back page) 

 

A couple months ago, Juli O'Mealey-

Hossain noticed that one of the keys on our 

sanctuary keyboard was not working cor-

rectly.  After researching the problem, she 

let us know that it would be more expensive 

to repair the keyboard than to replace it.   

After visiting with Staff-Parish and Trustees, 

it was determined that replacing the elec-

tronic keyboard with a piano was our best 

option.   

Juli found a reasonably priced used baby 

grand Samick piano and determined that the 

size and sound of this piano would be an 

excellent fit for our sanctuary.   

Finance Committee approved raising money 

for this piano using memorial funds and 

other contributions. When Raylene Richards 

was approached about using Tom's memo-

rial fund for the piano, she generously of-

fered to purchase the piano in loving mem-

ory of Tom.   

Tom loved music and worship, and this pi-

ano celebrates those things as well as the 

church he loved so much.  

We are grateful to the Richards family for 

this gift in Tom's memory that will enhance 

our worship celebrations. 

Church piano donated in memory of Tom Richards 

on ñGetting  

in óThe  

Way.ô ò 

  

There will  

be special 

music  

each night.  

A revival will be held at the 

church Monday, Tuesday, 

and Wednesday, September 

27, 28, and 29, at 7 p.m.  

Dr. Donnell J. Moore, Sen-

ior Pastor of First United 

Methodist Church in Ot-

tawa, Kansas, will preach 

Revival held Sept. 27- 29 

The Disciple I class resumed at 7 p.m. on August 13.  Several other studies are starting soon:  

ñEdgerton UMC: 101ò ð meeting Sundays at 9:30 a.m. ð Sept. 12, 19, and 26.  This class is 

designed for people who are exploring membership in the UMC or who just want to know more 

about Edgerton UMC.  Topics covered will include the history of the United Methodist Church, 

our structure and beliefs, and the meaning of membership. 

ñLiving the Questionsò ð Sundays at 9:30 a.m. ð October 31-December 12.  This seven-week 

class is an approach to progressive Christianity that engages both our hearts and minds.  We will 

cover the following topics:  An Invitation to Journey, Taking the Bible Seriously, Thinking Theo-

logically, Stories of Creation, Lives of Jesus, A Passion for Christ, Paul and Out into the World, 

and Challenges facing Progressive Christians. 

ñEnoughò ð Mondays at 7 p.m. ð October 4, 11, 18, and 25 or Tuesdays at 10 a.m. ð October 

5, 12, 19, and 26. This is a four-week study that encourages us to discover joy through simplicity 

and generosity.   

Fall Bible studies under way 

kids, popcorn, and a fun, 

family-friendly movie un-

der the stars! 

Be sure to bring your chairs 

and blankets.   

The event will be held at 

the church in the case of 

inclement weather. 

Mark your calendar now for 

our Second Annual "Dinner 

and a Movie" on Saturday, 

Sept. 11 at 7 p.m. It will be 

held in the area just west of 

Edgerton Library.  

There will be a free BBQ 

dinner, hot dogs for the 

 

Join us for Dinner and a Movie on Sept. 11 

(continued from front page)  

    This woman was a cat hater 

and everyone knew it, so 

he asked her, ñWhy are you 

buying cat food when you 

hate cats so much?ò  

   She replied, ñYou won't 

believe this,ò and then told 

him how her little girl had 

been begging her for a cat, but 

she kept refusing. Then a 

few days before, the child had 

begged again, so the mom 

finally told her little girl, 

ñWell, if God gives you a cat, 

I'll let you keep it.ò 

    She told the pastor, ñI 

watched my child go out in the 

yard, get on her knees, and ask 

God for a cat. And really, Pas-

tor, you won't believe this, but I 

saw it with my own eyes. A 

kitten suddenly came flying 

out of the blue sky, with its 

paws outspread, and landed 

right in front of her.ò 

    Never underestimate the 

Power of God and His unique 

sense of humor. 

ð submitted by Jackie Walker  

  

  



No UMW meeting in  

September. 

UMW Events in  

September: 

September 11 ð Kansas 

East Conference UMW 

Annual Celebration at 

Emporia First United 

Methodist Church. Regis-

tration begins at 8:45 a.m. 

Meeting will conclude at 

1 p.m. Registration fee is 

$10. The celebration and 

worship will be shared 

with Korean and Spanish 

speaking cultures.  

September 18 ð Five 

Rivers District Fall UMW 

Meeting at Humboldt 

United Methodist Church. 

Registration begins at 

8:30 a.m.  Meeting is 9 

a.m. to noon. Registration 

fee is $5 and is due by 

September 1. The speaker 

will be Sue Luttrell, who 

is the Kansas East Confer-

ence UMW president. 

United Methodist Women Activities  
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Dear Friends, 

 

Twenty plus years ago, 

when I was just out of semi-

nary, if someone had a 

question, I was ready with 

an answer!  (Never mind the 

fact that the answer may not 

be right or helpful.  I was 

anxious to prove that all 

those years of college and 

seminary had paid off and I 

now had ñspecial insight.ò) 

 

Now a bit more seasoned 

in ministry, it doesnôt 

bother me to admit that 

there are many things 

about which I havenôt a 

clue.  It has been both 

comforting and empower-

ing to admit this.  The 

scriptures say we are 

ñstewards of the mysteries 

of God.ò (I Corinthians 

4:1)  This means we are 

called to be caretakers of 

mystery ð and mystery, 

by definition, is something 

we do not fully understand. 

 

One of the mysteries of 

faith for me is prayer.  What 

happens when we pray?  Is 

the purpose of prayer to 

change what God would 

otherwise do?  Is the pur-

pose of prayer to change us? 

Years ago, a colleague in-

troduced me to the writing 

of Edward Hays.  Edward 

Hays is a Catholic priest 

who is currently serving as 

a chaplain at the state peni-

tentiary in Lansing, Kan-

sas.  Iôve been using one of 

Father Haysô newest 

books, ñA Book of Won-

ders:  Daily Reflections for 

Awakened Living,ò for my 

devotional this year.  The 

August 14 reflection, ñThe 

Paradox of Prayer,ò spoke 

powerfully to me about the 

mystery of prayer: 

 

ñForty-some years ago, as 

a young pastor, my custom 

was to drop in for a visit in 

the childrenôs parish relig-

ion classes.  Attending a 

kindergarten class one day, 

I was seated in the last row 

trying to be as invisible as 

possible.  I listened as the 

teacher told the small chil-

dren the following vivid 

story about the power of 

prayer: óLittle Tommy and 

Jane were walking along 

the path one day when sud-

denly, right in front of 

them, was huge black dog!  

Tommy and Jane paused 

and prayed to Jesus éô 

Can any of you of you 

guess what happened next?  

Instantly, a young boyôs 

hand shot up and he an-

swered, óThe dog disap-

peared! And in the middle 

of the path was a big lion.ô  

That innocent childôs unex-

pected answer captures an 

important truth about 

prayer.  Godôs response to 

our prayer often challenges 

us more than the situation 

that occasioned our peti-

tion.  So if your next an-

swer to prayer is a more 

difficult situation than be-

fore, give thanks that God 

is inviting you to practice 

even greater faith.ò 

 
ñI know no prayer  

goes unanswered, 

but if the answer  

isnôt what I want, 

fortify me to embrace it  

with love, 

trusting you know better 

what I need.ò 

 

Praying and Pondering the 

Mysteries of God with you 

as Disciples, on the Chris-

tian Journeyé 

 

Pastor Gayla 

Saturday, September 11 

Project Revolution. Meet at 

the church at 3:30 p.m. 

More information on the 

Youth Board at the church.  

Sunday, September 19 

Regular Youth Group 

Sunday, September 26 
Missions Trip Spaghetti 

Luncheon!  

Sunday, August 29 

Youth Group Parentsô 

Meeting and Youth Brain-

storming Session. The 

Youth schedule will be 

handed out at that time. 

Pizza provided!  

Sunday, September 5 

Regular Youth Group 

 

Just a reminder that youth 

group is open to all youth 

7th through 12th grade.  

We meet every Sunday 

from 4-5:30 p.m., unless 

highlighted on the calen-

dar. 

Thanks! 

Rachel Dannen 

Youth Group update 

A Stewardship Minute  

So often, when we begin to think that church leaders stress money matters too often, 

we do not consider the great ministries of the church. Ask any pastor or leading lay 

people in any church: How is their congregation helping to meet the needs of those 

who are suffering?  

The answer given will inevitably point to money given to provide food, clothing, 

counseling, housing, medical care, and so forth for the poor. Giving help to those in 

desperate need is a mandate Christ has given us. If we neglect the poor, the sick, the 

hungry, the ignorant, those in rags, those treated unjustly, we will have failed Christ.  

Christian stewardship involves far more than worship; it involves service. It involves 

doing something positive to help those in desperate need. It calls for sharing all that 

God has given us!  

In the 25th chapter of Matthew, Christ recites a list of what is expected of his follow-

ers, and ends his talk with these words: ñTruly I tell you, just as you did not do it to 

one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.ò (Matthew 25:45)  

My friends, let's do it!  

Prayer: Loving and just Lord, stir us up to service on your behalf, that we may hear 

you say at the last: ñCome, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom 

prepared for you from the foundation of the world éò (Matthew 25:34) Amen  
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Sunday, Sept. 19,10:45 

a.m. Worship Celebration  

 

Come and hear our 

EUMC youth share about 

their mission trip to San 

Marcos, Texas.  You 

won't want to miss this 

incredible group of young 

people and their leaders 

show pictures and share 

about their experience 

serving in the name of 

Christ. 

Youth Group will speak about Mission Trip  

For up-to-date announcements and news, check out 

Edgerton United Methodist Church on Facebook. 


